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THE  VOYAGEURS  RIDE 
AGAIN  AT  JASPER 


High  in  the  Canadian  Rockies 
members  of  the  Jasper  commun¬ 
ity  re-enact  their  history  in 
an  epic  "historama"  (See  p.3) 

Upper:  Carl  Burks,  Mike 
McNealy,  Ian  MacRae  and  Les 
Greenham  portray  four  of  the 
chief  Overlanders  in  the  dra¬ 
matic  gold  rush  scene. 

Lower:  Posed  against  the  mag 
nificent  Palisades  Mountain 
range,  these  actors  appeared 
as  voyageurs  and  pioneers  in 
the  fur  brigade  scene.  They 
are,  from  left  to  right,  Carl 
Mazeppa,  Pat  Sparrow,  Vic 
Reiley,  Gail  Brooks  and  Ian 
MacRae . 
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THE  EVOLUTION  OF  CULTURE  IN  ALBERTA 

by 

W.H.Kaasa 

Co-ordinator  of  Cultural  Activities 

Canada,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  is  increasingly  becoming  more  and  more 
dominant  in  the  political,  industrial  and  economic  fields.  Canada  has  been  a 
land  whose  people,  because  of  necessity,  have  been  unable  to  devote  much  of 
their  time  to  cultural  activities. 

Through  the  centuries  each  Canadian  citizen  has  had  the  responsibility  of 
building  a  home  and  securing  a  living  for  his  family.  Now  that  the  era  of  the 
homestead  belongs  to  history  we  are  able  to  spend  a  little  more  time  on  creative 
and  leisurely  activities.  It  is  because  of  this  that  people  in  Canada  are  be¬ 
coming  culturally  conscious.  Fastern  Canada,  with  its  relatively  greater  popul¬ 
ation  and  shorter  distances  between  its  cities,  towns  and  villages,  has  made  a 
natural  advance  in  cultural  development;  Western  Canada,  a  more  recently  devel¬ 
oped  part  of  the  Dominion,  is  just  beginning  to  develop  its  cultural  resources. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  Government  of  Alberta  gave  effect  to  the 
opportunities  and  the  help  they  may  obtain  through  their  Government,  and  acq- 
uant  themselves  with  the  ways  in  which  the  Cultural  Activities  Branch  can  be  of 
assistance  to  them. 

We  trust,  in  some  way,  that  our  magazine  Leisure  will  be  of  help  to  all 
its  readers  in  doing  this. 


uaNADIAN  COLLEGE  OB'  ORGANISTS, 

CALGARY,  ELECT'S  OFFICERS. 

Victor  E.  Graham  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Calgary  Centre,  Canadian 
College  o|“  Organists,  at  the  last  of 
the  season's  meetings  held  in  May. 

Other  officers  elected  were;  vice- 
chairman,  Douglas  Paraham;  secretary- 
treasurer,  Joyce  Hachett;  assistant  sec¬ 
retary,  Kenneth  Robson;  social  convenors 
Dorothy  Humphries  and  Olive  Moon;  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee,  Phyllis  Chapman 
Clark,  Angus  Frazer  and  Lawrence  Moon. 

An  Edmonton  Centre  of  the  College 
was  formed  in  the  spring,  following  con¬ 
sultation  with  Dr.  Charles  Peaker  when 


he  was  in  Edmonton  to  play  the  opening 
recital  of  the  new  organ  at  Robertson 
United  Churcia. 

At  the  initial  meeting  G.  Douglas 
Millson  was  elected  chairman,  Arthur 
Newcom  secretary,  and  R. C.  Jacka  treas¬ 
urer. 

Miss  Louise  Riley,  assistant  Chief 
librarian  at  Calgary  and  chairman  of  the 
Alberta  Library  Board,  is  back  from  a 
three-month  visit  to  Europe. 

Average  attendance  at  Calgary  Phil¬ 
harmonic  concerts  in  the  1955-6  season, 
was  8?6  --  less  than  half  the  seating 
caoacity  of  the  auditorium# 
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ALBERTA  HISTORY  RETURNS 


TO  LIRE  IN  JASPER  PAGEANT 


Capacity  Audiences  Fill  Arnphi- 
Theatre  for  10-Night 
In  Mountains 


men  had  their  businesses  in  the  only 
season cf  the  year  when  business  b  good, 
the  parks  people  had  never  before  work¬ 
ed  together  on  any  one  project. 


On  the  night  of  July  21,  the  lights 
went  out  on  "The  Jasper  Story"  . . . .and  a 
production  unique  in  the  annals  of  Cana¬ 
dian  theatre,  came  to  the  end  of  its  first 
season. 

Cot  against  the  magnificent  sweep 
of  the  Palisades,  in  the  heart  of  the 
Canadian  Rockies  at  Jasper,  "The  Jasper 
Story"  was  a  great  musical-historical 
spectacle.  They  advertised  it  as  "the 
west’s  great  musical  historama",  and 
what  other  phase  could  describe  the  big¬ 
ness,  and  the  uniqueness  of  the  whole 
venture? 

For  here  in  Jasper,  at  the  height 
of  its  tourist  season,  the  busy  members 

of  the  Jasper  community  -  railwaymen, 

business  men  and  government  employees — 
all  united  to  work  on  a  big  historical 
spectacle  designed  to  commemorate  for 
the  tourists  of  today  the  epic  story  of 
the  Athabasca  Galley  and  Jasper in  terms 
of  drama,  music  and  soectacle. 

Credit  for  the  original  idea  goes 
to  Val  Kulak,  a  local  merchant,  who  r>er 
suaded  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  form 
a  committee. 


Elsie  Park  Gowan,  Alberta  play- 
write  was  commissioned  to  write  the 
script, the  provincial  government  loaned 
Jack  McCreath  ,  drama  supe^'isor  ,  to 
Jasper  to  produce  the  show,  and  by  June 
Val  Kulak's  dream  was  starting fo  become 
a  reality. 

It  was  no  easy  task.  Railway  work¬ 
ers  had  shifts  to  think  about,  business 


But  this  giant  undertaking  was  a 
big  idea  and  a  good  idea.  And  good 
ideas  die  hard.  So  all  persisted.  Some 
nights  one  wondered  if  a  show  that 
recuired  75  actors,  a  dozen  horses, over 
two  dozen  dancers,  a  hundred  costumes 
and  forty  singers, could  ever  be  produced 
in  this  mountain  town.  But  the  town  got 
behind  it.  This  was  for  the  good  of  the 


'%‘S*?- 

Iff  I 


Jasner  community,  and  if 
it  was  for  Jasper  they 
were  for  it.  There  was 
a  community  spirit  grow¬ 
ing  where  it  had  not 
been  before.  It  was  a 
fine  thing  to  watch  hap- 
oening. 


The  director,  Jack 
McCreath,  had  decided 
Jack  McCreath  that  the  only  way  this 

big  show  would  be  poss- 
ihle  voul*d  be  to  put  the  w]  ole  thing  on 
•".are  and  have  the  actors  mime  it.  So  S5 
citizens  of  the  town  journeyed  one  June 


week-end  to  Edmonton  where,  in  a  17-J- 
hour  non-stop  recording  session,  the 
whole  show  was  taped.  Choruses,  solos, 
overture  and  the  drama.  Kudos  here  to 
Joe  McCallum  the  operator  at  CFRN  and 
Megan  Smith  of  CFRN,  who  arranged  the 
marathon  studio  session. 


Then  back  to  Jasper  to  nut  the  chow 
together  on  the  120  foot  stage  at  Gordon 
Bried’s  Palisades  property. 

The  natural  amphitheatre  we’d  had 
built  seated  450  and  we  played  to  full 
houses  for  the  ten  star-clear  nights  of 
the  run.  Some  people  came  back  manv 

Continued  on  page  12 
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WALTER  H.  KAASA  TAKES  POST  AS 
CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES  CO-ORDINATOR 

Duties  of  co-ordinator  of  cultural 
activities 3n  the  Department  of  Economic 
Affairs  have  been  taken  over  by  Walter 
H.  Kaasa,  of  Edmonton. 

Born  in  Cabri,  Saskatchewan,  and 
resident  in  Alberta  25  years,  the  new 
co-ordinaxor  has  wide  exnerience  as 
teacher , actor, figure  skating-  instructor 
and  producer . 

Active  for  three  seasons  with  the 
Studio  Theatre  in  Edmonton,  Mr.  Kaasa 
has  also  lectured  and  adjudicated  in 
B.C.  in  the  field  of  drama. In  Edmonton, 

group  of  high  school 
student s  in  the  Pirik- 
apo  Players  and  has 
taught  drama  at  Vic¬ 
toria  Composite  High 
School.  Active  also 
in  figure  skating-,  the 
new  co-ordinator  has 
taught  skating  and 
produced  ice  musicals 
at  Fdson,  Wetaskiwin, 
Ponoka,  Wainwright, 
Luscar,  Cadomin,  Lac- 
ombe,  Camrose. 

his  B.  Ed.  degree  at 
the  University  of  Alberta,  majoring  in 
drama.  He  went  to  London  on  a  Canadian 
Amateur  Hockey  Association  scholarshi  p 
in  19^4,  and  there  obtained  his  per¬ 
former's  L.R.A.M.  in  Speech  and  Music 
annreciation  from  the  Royal  Academy, to¬ 
gether  wi  th  senior  certificate  in  spe^ 
and  drama  from  the  Central  School,  and 
certificate  in  diction  and  drama  from 
the  University  of  London.  He  is  an 
associate  of  the  British  Drama  Board. 

He  served  in  the  navy  during  the 
war, and  has  taught  school  at  Wetaskiwin 
and  Ponoka. 


he  organized  a 


He  obtained 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  DIRECTOR 
TAKES  NEW  LIBRARY  POST 


Harry  E,  Newsom,  director,  of  pub¬ 
lic  libraries  in  the  Department  of  Ec¬ 
onomic  Affairs,  resigned  last  June  to 
become  chief  librarian  for  the  City  of 
Olympia,  Washington. 


Mr.  Newsom  came  to  the  Cultural 
Activities  Branch  in  September,  1954, 
directly  from  the  Library  School  at  the 
University  of  Washington,  Seattle,  where 
he  studied  under  a  scholarship  awarded 
him  by  the  Alberta  government.  Inci¬ 
dents  he  met  there  Miss  Nancy  Little, 
a  fellow-student  from  Victoria,  B.C., 
whom  he  married  a  year  later. 


A  native  son  of  Alberta,  Mr.  Newsom 
took:  up  teaching  on  his  release  from  the 
Royal  Canadian  Army  Medical  Corps  with 
which  he  served  in  Eurouean  battlefields 
during  World  Warn.  Becoming  interested 
in  the  formation  of  a  community  library 
in  Dias bury  he  lea  the  movement  in  set¬ 
ting  it  up. 


- ouu  cApci’ieace 

gained  in  employment  at  the  Calgary  Pub- 

lic  Library, to  professional  librerian- 
ship  was  the  obvious  next  step. 


During  his  service  with  the  Dep¬ 
artment,  which  included  secretaryship 
of  the  Alberta  Library  Board,  his  chef 
a ♦oeuvre  was  probably  his  part  in  re¬ 
writing  the  Libraries  Act,  which  had  the 
effect  of  putting  the  library  system  on 
a  new  and  more  solid  foundation.  This 
included  the  reorganisation  of  the  Lac- 
ombe  regional  library  which  it  is  plan¬ 
ned  to  use  as  the  master— model  for  the 
building  of  a  more  extensive  system  of 
regional  libraries  throughtout  the  pro¬ 
vince. 
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UNIVERSITY* S 


STUDIO  THEATRE 
1956-7 


Centro:  Act  I  of  Dr. 
Knock  (Jules  Romains) 
Presented  in  French 
during  the  1956  sea¬ 
son.  Directed  by 

Maurice  Rabotin. 


Left:  Mr.Arcu laris 
by  Conrad  Aiken. 
Walter  Kaasa  as  Mr 
Arcularis,  centre 
right,  seated.  De¬ 
signed  by  Norman 
Yates;  direction-- 
Don  Pimm. 


Upper :  The  boudoir  scene 

from  Caesar  and  Cleopatra 
Elsie  Park  Gowan  (left)  as 
Ftateeta;  Olga  Roland  (cen¬ 
tre)  as  Cleopatra.  Directed 
and  designed  by  Gordon  Pea¬ 
cock. 


« 


5 


JACK  RIDDELL  JOINS  STARE  OR  WHAT  TO  DO  ABOUT 

COMMUNITY  PROGRAMS  BUREAU  "TEE  VANISHING  TENOR” 


Marking  the  continued  expansion  of 
the  community  programs  bureau.  Jack 
Riddell  was  added  to  the  staff  of  that 
office  on  August  15  a-s  assistant  to 
the  community  recreation  supervisor. 
Miss  Elsie  McFarland, 


He  was  horn  in  Saskatchewan  and 
gained  most  of  his  experience  there, 
including  school  days  in  Raymore  and 
coaching  hockey  and  baseball  teams. 


Being  fresh 
Joined  the  Army 


from  school  when  he 
made  him  an  apt  pupil 
when  he  was  in  train 
ing  at  Fort  Garry 
Camp,  Shilo,  Manito¬ 
ba,  From  there  he 
was  sent  to  an  Army 
school  and  returned 
as  an  instructor. 


JACK  RIDDELL 


On  demobilization 
he  Joined  the  staff 
of  the  Regina  recrea 

tion  division.  Tak¬ 
ing  several  courses 
as  he  went  he  organized  the  craft 
department,  later  the  community  centre 
orograms  in  the  schools  and  was  promo¬ 
ted  to  chief  supervisor  of  community 
centres,  youth  centres  and  special 


events. 


Jack,  his  wife  Lois  and  children, 
iarvie  and  Janis,  are  now  living  in 

Edmonton, 

it-  # 

PHYLLIS  LAP  WORTH  IS  NET? 

MEDICINE  HAT  LIBRARIAN 


Succeeding  Robert  M,  Block,  who  is 
now  director  of  adult  education  at  Kit- 
iraat  B.C.,  Miss  Phyllis  Lapworth,  has 
been  appointed  librarian  of  the  Medicine 
Hat  Public  Library. 


In  a  recent  issue  of  UETSURS  the 
question  of  ”the  vanishing  tenor”  was 
♦briefly  discussed.  It  was  shown  how 
choir  directors’  most  difficult  problem 
was  to  recruit  singers  for  the  tenor 
section  and  to  keep  the  ranks  intact  by 
replacements.  Evidence  was  produced  of 
the  universality  of  the  problem  in  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  leading  publishing 
houses  are  flow  putting  out  three  part 
compositions  or  arrangements  -- —  SAB, 
Finally  it  was  shown  that  the  shortage 
is  not  peculiar  to  little  choirs  in  sm¬ 
all  towns  but  is  felt  equally  even  by 
some  of  the  famous  choral  organizations. 

Writing  in  the  Fischer  Edition  News 
Ralph  Jusko  has  come  up  with  what  may 
be  an  approach  to  the  solution,  even 
if  it  is  not  the  solution  itself.  The 
recruiting  area,  he  suggests,  is  in 
school  chowrses,  boy  choirs,  etc.  He 
finds  two  types  of  boy  voices: 

1.  Those  which,  losing  their  top 
tones,  change  naturally  into  baritones. 
In  that  case,  he  says,  all  is  well,  for 
these  youthful  baritones  will  strength¬ 
en  in  quality  and  widen  in  range. 

2.  Those  that  lost  their  treble 
quality  but  do  not  break  to  a  baritone. 
These  latter  should  be  kept  singing 
within  the  range  of  a  ninth,  i.e.,  tre¬ 
ble  clef  —  B  flat  below  middle  0  to  C 
in  third  space  —  a  range  common  to  all 
the  aforementioned  voices  (baritone- 
octave  lower) ;they  will  be  able  to  sing 
safely  through  the  break,  "What  is 
more,”  says  Mr.  Jusko,  "they  will  al¬ 
most  invaribly  mature  into  that  vocal 
commodity  so  scarce  in  American  choirs 
today  —  a  tenor.” 

Piano  classes  have  been  initiated 
in  30  Edmonton  schools 
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A  CAREER  IN  HANDICRAFT 

By  Frances  G.  Archibald 
Craft  Supervisor 
Cultural  Activities  Branch 

During  the  last  four  years  Cultural 
Activities  Branch  of  the  Department  of 
Economic  Affairs  has  offered  to  Alberta 
communities  a  plan  whereby  Handicraft 
people  would  have  an  opportunity  to 
organize  craft  centres. 

Equipment  for  such  centres 
is  obtainable  on  a  rental 
basis,  and  instructors  are 
sent  out,  without  cost,  to 
organize  in  such  crafts  as 
weaving, ceramics , woodcraft 
and  leather  work  etc.  Also 
individuals  in  the  groups 
who  show  special  talent 
may  qualify, upon  applicat¬ 
ion  from  their  centre,  for 
scholarships  at  the  Summer 
School  of  Fine  Arts  at 
Banff,  Alberta. 

In  an  attempt  to  encourage  crafts¬ 
men  to  display  their  items  an  Alberta 
Craft  show  is  held  each  Spring  in  Edm¬ 
onton.  An  effort  is  also  made  to  exhi¬ 
bit  local  and  provincial  craft  group 
handicrafts,  as  well  as  to  arrange  att¬ 
ractive  entries  from  across  Canada. 

Seven  centres-  Beaver lodge,  Grande 
°rairie,  Edmonton,  Willingdon,  Camrose, 
led  Deer  and  the  Edmonton  Rehabilitation 
Centre  -  Already  organized  under  the 
program  is  not  only  feasible  but  work- 
albe.  It  is  the  success  shown  in  these 
centres  that  is  now  enabling  us  to  exp¬ 
and  our  future  program. 

Board  is  set  up 

A  handicraft  board  is  set  up  con¬ 
sisting  o^  members  representing  persons 
interested  in  crafts  over  the  whole  of 

Continued  on  peg©  10 


EDMONTON  GIRL  RESUMES  STUDIES 

WITH  CANADIAN  SCHOOL  OF  BALLET 

Tasma  Butler,  16-year  old  scholar¬ 
ship  winner  of  Edmonton,is  returning  to 
Winnipeg  for  her  second  year  studies  at 
the  Canadian  School  of  Ballet  —  train¬ 
ing  school  for  the  Royal  Winnipeg  Bal — 
let.  She  will  also  attend  Balmoral  Hall 
School  for  Girls  in  Winnipeg  on  a  scho¬ 
larship  awarded  by  the  Kiwanis  Club. 

THE  RUG- HOOKE 

I  wanted  some  canvas,  some  wool,  and  a 
hook. 

And  also  the  requisite  handicraft  book, 
For  I’d  fallen  a  prey  to  the  handicraft- 
bug. 

And  I’d  made  up  my  mind  I  would  hook  me 
a  rug. 

I  acquainted  the  sales-clerk  with  all  I 
desired. 

But  she  did  not  believe  that  was  what  I 
required! 

She  seemed  to  suppose  I  was  wrong  in  the 
head, 

And  endeavoured  to  sell  me  some  knitting 
instead. 


I  said:  "I  want  canvas,  some  wool,  and 
a  hook. 

And  also  a  suitable  rug-hooking  book. 

For  this  is  the  craft  I*ve  decided  to 
do! " 

But  the  girl  in  the  shop  held  a  differ¬ 
ent  view. 

She  plainly  believed  that  the  people 
who  look 

For  canvas,  and  wool,  and  a  hook  and  a 
book, 

Are  unfortunate  folk  who  are  hopelessly 
daft, 

And  she  tried  to  divert  me  to  some  other 
craft- 

Continued  on  pa?e  11 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

About  Mr.  Barford 
Editor,  Leisure: 

Congratulations  are  due  to  LEISURE 
for  its  editorial  about  Mr.  Vernon  Bar- 
fore?  of  Edmonton.  It  certainly  does 
seem  strange  that  this  splendid  pioneer 
in  the  field  of  music  in  Alberta  should 
have  received  no  official  recognition. 
All  the  while  our  University  is  confer¬ 
ring  honorary  doctors’  degrees  on  Alber¬ 
tans  who  have  contributed  less,  Canad¬ 
ians  from  ’’down  east”  who,  ’’eminent”  as 
they  are,  have  done  little  for  Alberta 
directly, and  a  few  outsiders  from  over¬ 
seas  while  they  have  been  stopping  off 
in  the  course  of  a  tour. 

Can’t  something  be  done  about  hon¬ 
oring  our  own  pioneers  in  fields  other 
than  industry  and  farming?  Cr  is  this 
another  case  of  the  prophet  in  his  own 
country? 

T.  ALBERT  JACK SCR 
Likes  Larger  Leisure 
Editor,  Leisure: 

Thanks,  Mr.  Editor,  for  enlarging 
the  format  of  LEISURE.  The  larger 
printing  makes  it  so  much  less  of  a 
strain  on  the  eyes. 

I  know  most  of  your  readers  will 
agree  that  LEISURE  is  getting  better  and 
better  with  every  issue.  Keep  up  the 
good  work. 

WELL  WISHER 

Clayton  Hare,  who  conducted  the 
Calgary  Symphony  Orchestra  for  several 
seasons  and  was  principal  of  the  music 
department  at  Mount  Royal  College,  is 
now  dean  of  the  music  faculty  of  the 
University  of  Portland. 


BRUCE  HAACK  BREAKS 
STUDIES  TO  VISIT  HOME 

Bruce  C.  Haack,  after  spending  a 
summer  holiday  at  home  in  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  House,  has  returned  to  his  studies 
at  the  Juilliard  School  of  Music  in  New 
York. 


Mr.  Haack  went  to  the  Juilliard 
school  two  years  a$o  on  one  of  the  sch¬ 
ool's  own  scholarships.  He  is  studying 
composition  there  and  teaching  tne  same 
subject  at  Queen's  College,  New  York. 

His  ballet  "The  Constant  She”  is 
scheduled  for  first  European  perform¬ 
ance  this  season  having  already  had  its 
New  York  premiere. 

He  was  born  in  Saund_ers  (in  the  Red 
Deer  district).  He  moved  to  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  House  with  his  parents  as  a  child 
and  began  music  lessons  at  an  early  age. 
Later  he  graduated,  from  the  University 
of  Alberta  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
arts . 

M  ■>*  # 

Crystal  MacDonald,  Edmonton  soprano, 
won  her  Associate  diplomas  in  per¬ 
formance  and  teaching  last  season  at 
the  Royal  Conservatory  of  Music, Toronto 
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CONSERVATORY  OP  MUSIC  IS  INCLUDED  IN  ENLARGED  MOUNT  ROYAL  COLLEGE 


When  present  plans  are  realized  and  projected  extension  of 
Mount  Royal  College  is  accomplished,  Calgary  will  have  an  impor¬ 
tant  Conservatory  of  Music  comprising  studios,  teaching  rooms. 

an  adequate  auditorium  and  other  conveniences.  Architect’s 
sketch  shows  the  completed  college  of  which  the  Conservatory  will 
form  a  part. 


WHAT  IS  A  DEGREE? 

The  Cultural  Activities  "branch, 
particularilv  the  Music  Division,  re¬ 
ceives  a  great  deal  of  correspondence 
from  writers  who  speak  of  their  n de¬ 
crees”  from  schools  of  music  and  other 
arts.  Newspapers  are  also  prone  to  use 
the  word  in  the  same  loose  way  —  the 
"degree”  of  ARCT,  for  example. 

LEISURE  has  "been  asked  to  make  it 
clear  that  this  is  a  wrong  use  of  the 
term.  While  we  understand  that  in  the 
United  States  almost  any  fly-by-night 
"college"  can  rand  out  "degrees",  in 


Canada  (as  in  t-he  rest  of  the  British 
Commonwealth)  degrees  are  conferred 
only  by  Universities.  Other  institu¬ 
tions  -  e.g.  the  Royal  Conservatory  of 

Music,  McGill  University,  conservator- 
ium  etc.,  issue  diplomas. 

Xtmightbe  questioned,  by  the  same 
token,  whether  the  leaving  certificates 
issued  by  business  colleges,  high 
schools  and  such  can  be  called  diplomas. 

That  magistrate  had  a  sense  of  hu¬ 
mor  who  took  a  year  off  a  musician’s 
sentence  when  he  admitted  he  was  "not 
of  the  rock  «n  roll  variety." 
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A  CAREER  IN  HANDICRAFT 
Continued  from  page  7 

the  Province  who  will  assist  with  the 
administration  of  the  program.  Provis¬ 
ion  is  being  made  for  craft  instructors 
so  that  we  may  come  closer  to  our  aim: 
of  including  morepung  people  in  groups, 
branch  out  into  other  crafts  than  those 
standard  ones  now  being  taught,  introd¬ 
uction  into  the  field  of  design,  to 
assist  as  many  centres  as  possible  in 
recreational,  diver sional,  theapeutic , 
or  Industrial  adventures,  and  to  ext, end 
Alberta  craft  exhibits  to  other  areas 
of  the  Province,  and  to  endeavor  to 
establish  the  idea  of  crafts  and  craft 
work  a?  a  definite  career. 

With  the  invention  of  machines 
people  believed  that  crafts  werea  thing 
of  the  past,  and  that  there  would  be  no 
need  for  craftsmen  in  the  future.  Now 
we  have  learned  that  a  machine  can  only 
nroduce  -  it  cannot  create;  and  it  is 
the  creative  imagination  of  the  crafts¬ 
men.  All  objects  to  be  designed  must  be 
derived  from  the  character  of  the  mat¬ 
erial  used. 

Canadians  have  always  imitated 
designs  *>om  other  countries,  and  only 
recently  have  they  begun  to  realize  the 
need  of  developing  a  style  of  their  own. 
It  is  wi+h  this  in  mind  that  craft 
centres  throughout  Alberta  are  beinp 
encouraged,  and  craftsmen  given  the 
opportunities  and  education  that  will 
develop  leaders  in  craft  fields. 

Need  Instructors 

The  vital  importance  of  need  for 
trained  instructors  is  becoming  very 
apparent.  Crafts, developed  and  produced 
in  leisure  hours, have  been  very  promis¬ 
ing-  they  are  the  roots  of  human  needs, 
and  offer  outlets  to  creative  ability  of 
designers  and  handicraft- minded  people. 

Community  groups  ,  with  trained 
instructors,  are  at  a  better  advantage 


to  create  originals,  and, -with  imagina¬ 
tion,  will j  nsrness  to  work  and  persever¬ 
ance  of  both  instructors  and  crafts 
people,  a  higher  standard  will  be  ach¬ 
ieved  . 

Centres  already  participating  in 
the  Cultural  Activities  crafts  program 
are  showing,  with  the  examples  of  work 
done,  an  increasingly  higher  standard 
of  material  produced.  It  is  gratifying 
to  see  more  groups  using  leisure  hours 
in  the  creative  arts,  which  will  event¬ 
ually  contribute  to  the  arts  and  crafts 
of  our  province.  It  is  with  this  in 
mind  that  we  are  offering  the  crafts¬ 
men  in  Alberta  a  broader  program  in  the 
f  uture . 

NEW  HANDICRAFTS  BOARD 
IS  NAMED  BY  GOVERNMENT 

A  new  handicrafts  board  has  been 
established  which  will  work  in  an  ad¬ 
visory  capacity  to  the  minister  of  ec¬ 
onomic  affairs  through  the  cultural 
activities  branch  (Walter  H.  Kaasa,  Co¬ 
ordinator)  • 

Its  members  are  Luke  Lindoe,  Cal¬ 
gary;  Mrs*  A.W.  Douglas,  Edmonton;  Mrg e 
Londy,  Lethbridge  and  0.  U.  Dickson, 
Willingdon* 

RECONSTITUTED  LACOMBE  LIBRARY 
BOARD  HAS  NEW  MEMBERS 

Members  of  the  reconstituted  board 
of  the  Lacombe  Regional  Library,  named 
by  the  areas  comprising  the  regional 
system  are:  Duncan  M.  Layton,  Bentley; 
Mrs.  Edna  Gibson,  Eckville;  Mrs.  Cord — 
elia  Hilsabeck,  Clive-Sat inwood;  Rev. 
J.  Wickins,  Alix-Mirror;  J.S.  McCormick 
Q,.  C.  Lacombe,  Mrs.  N.C.  Brown,  Lacombe 
and  D.R.  McCormick,  Lacombe,  secretary. 

Egon  Grapentin,  Edmonton  violinist 
has  removed  to  Winnipeg. 
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THE  RUG  HOOKER 
Continued  from  page  7 

Her  substitue  offers  I  firmly  declined, 

And  she  clearly  supposed  I  was  out  of 
my  mind, 

But  I  rallied  my  strength;  I  refused  t© 
be  cowed; 

I  thumped  on  the  counter  and  shouted  a- 
loud: 

”1  don’t  want  to  crochet,  embroider,  or 
knit; 

I  don’t  want  a  loom,  or'  a  glove  making 
kit; 

I  don’t  want  macrame,  or  leather,  or 
felt; 

Barbola,  or  batik  with  wax  that  you 
melt: 

Or  copper  you  hammer,  or  clay  that  you 
bake , 

Or  raffia  waste-paper-baskets  to  make, 

Or  tapestry,  petit-point,  gros- point  or 
such; 

In  fact,  T  can’t  think  that  I  want  very 
much: 

I  just  want  some  canvas,  some  wool  and 
a  hook, 

And  a  book  with  some  patterns  at  which 
I  can  look, 

For  psychiatrists  say  that  this  rug¬ 
hooking  serves 

To  control  the  emotions  and  steady  the 
nerves, 

And  if  this  is  the  truth — and  who  says 
it  is  not? — 

Then  I'd  better  start  hooking  a  rug  on 
the  spot."’ 

The  girl  looked  alarmed,  and  she  struck 
on  a  bell, 

And  just  what  transpired  is  not  easy  to 
tell, 

For  an  ambulance  came ,  and  they  put  me 
aboard .  .  .  . 

But  I  do  not  dislike  the  psychiatry  ward, 

Because  I  reouire,  psychiatrists  say, 

Occupational  Therapy  most  of  the  day.  . 


And  I  muee,  as  I  hook,  on  the  trouble  it 
took 

To  get  canvas,  and  wool, and  a  hook, and 
a  book. 

—  s.  E.W.  Rodney,  Moose  Jaw,  Sask, 


STUDIO  THEATRE  HAS  RICH 
BILL  OF  FARE  FOR  1956-7 

Production  of  a  Shakespearean  cla¬ 
ssic  in  late  November  will  open  the 
eighth  consecutive  season  at  the  Studio 
Theatre  on  the  University  of  Alberta 
campus . 

Gordon  Peacock,  production  manager 
the  theatre,  announced  that  the  sea¬ 
son  of  plays  would  include  two  directed 
by  the  drama  division,  the  classic  and 
another  production  of  a  more  contempor¬ 
ary  nature. 

Casting  has  now  commenced  for  the 
University  Alumni  Players’  production 
of  either  ’’Country  Girl’’  by  Clifford 
Odets  or  ’’All  My  Sons”by  Arthur  Miller. 
Directed  by  John  Rivet  ,  it  will  be 
entered  in  the  Alberta  Drama  Festival 
after  its  presentation  in  the  Studio. 

"Thieves’  Carnival"  by  Anouilh, 
will  be  the  contribution  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Modern  Languages,  presented  in 
French  and  directed  by  Maurice  Tabotin. 
An  innovation  at  the  Theatre, the  French 
play  was  seen  for  the  first  time  last 
year  in  co-operation  with  the  students 
and  staff  of  the  French  division.  The 
new  venture  met  with  such  enthusiastic 
response,  both  in  Fdmonton  and  Calgary, 
that  it  will  be  retained  as  an  annual 
e,rent  in  the  theatre  season. 

Planned  as  a  special  event  Soph¬ 
ocles’  "Antigone"  will  be  presented 
early  in  March,  by  students  in  the  adv¬ 
anced  classes  in  acting.  Experimental 
Continued  on  page  12, 
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alberta  history 

Continued  from  page  3 

times, and  American  tourists  averaged  60 
percent  of  each  night’s  house* 

In  the  vulgar  realm  of  money,  the 
show  ended  up  with  a  fine  net  profit  of 
$3,000. 

But  the  really  important  thing 
about  the  whole  enterprise  was  this: 
here  was  a  show  that,  was  all- Canadian 
written  and  produced  by  Canadians , tell¬ 
ing  about  Canadians,  acted  by  Canadians 
with  songs  by  Canadians  in  an  all- Cana¬ 
dian  setting.  And  this  is  something 
still  fairly  new  and  unique  in  Canada. 

Who  knows  what  can  become  of  a  good 
idea?  And  after  all,  this  was  only  the 
first  summer. 

STUDIO  THEATRE 
Continued  from  page  11 

in  nature,  this  will  show  a  blending  of 
fhe  contemporary  and  antique  styles. 
Also  being  considered  for  March  is  a 
production  either  musical  or  dramatic. 

A  gala  evening  has  been  planned 
for  the  opening  of  the  season  in  Nov¬ 
ember,  and  buffet  parties  are  arranged 
for  each  subsequent  opening  night.  Dis¬ 
ol  ays  of  local  art  will  bean  attraction 
on  exhibit  in  the  Theatre  lobby  during 
productions. 

For  the  added  comfort  of  natrons, 
the  roof  and  floor  are  being  repaired 
and  more  up-to-date  equipment  has  been 
ins~ ailed  at  the  refreshment  bar.  For 
listening  pleasure  excellent  sound  equ¬ 
ipment  has  been  purchased. 


Awarding  of  the  Howard  trophy, 
donated  by  Eva  0. Howard,  prominent  city 
director  and  drama  teacher,  will  arouse 
great  interest  in  the  University  Dramar 
Society’s  interfaculty  play  festival. 
The  trophy  was  awarded  last  year  to  the 
students  entry  from  the  faculty  of  Eng¬ 
ineering  . 

Last  year,  fifty- three  nights  of 
performance  were  enjoyed  at  the  Studio 
Theatre . 

NEW  L ITERANT  QUARTERLY 
WILL  AFP  FAR  THIS  FALL 

A  new  magazine  of  the  ’’literary1’ 
type  is  shortly  to  make  its  debut.  It 
is  to  he  known  as  The  Tamarack  Review 
which  will  appear  quarterly  in  the  fall 
or  as  soon  as  the  publishers  "know  we 
can  finance  at  least  the  first  year  of 
publication  and  fill  four  issues  with 
good  reading”* 

The  magazine, which  has  its  offices 
at  39  Charles  Street  West,  Toronto  5, 
aspires  tobe  ” not  the  organ  of  any.  part¬ 
icular  group  or  as  an  outlet  for  one 
special  kind  of  writing,  but  quite  simp¬ 
ly  that  there  are  more  and  better  writ¬ 
ers  than  ever  before." 

MORTON  COBURN  IS 
EDMONTON'S  LIBRARIAN 

Succeeding  Hugh  C.  dour lay,  who 
resigned  in  February,  1955, Morton  Coburn 
has  been  appointed  chief  librarian  of 
the  Edmonton  public  libraries.  During 
the  year  and  a  half  in  which  the  vacan¬ 
cy  existed  the  work  of  the  chief  libra¬ 
rian  was  carried  on  by  Miss  AletaVikse. 

Mr.  Coburn  is  a  native  of  Chica¬ 
go  and  comes  to  his  Edmonton  post  from 
the  purchase  division  of  the  Ohio  State 
University  library  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 
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<rfrH  X.  McKENZIE, 


— umrcrnr 

documentation  officer, 

DEPT.  OF  CITIZENSHIP  &  IMMIGRATION, 
OTTAWA,  ONTARIO. 
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